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SERMON XXXV. 
BY REV. WALTER BALFOUR. 


“Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lerd, 
and from the glory of his power.” —2. Thess. i. 9. 





There is no portion of scripture, on which | once placed more dependance 
in proof of the doctrine of everlasting misery, than the one just quoted. Pre- 
suming, that the reasons which have induced me to change my views of it, 
may be of some use in convincing others, that it affords no support to this 
doctrine, I shall briefly state them for their candid consideration. They will 
be seen perhaps to most advantage, by considering, who the persons were, 
said to be punished ;—the time when this punishment took place,—and the 
nature and duration of it. A consideration of these three things, will lead 
us to bring the whole context into view in the course of our remarks. Let 
us then consider, 

Ist. Who the persons were, who Paul said should be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction ? A correct understanding of the passage, depends on our 
assertaining this. Most people would say, the persous to be punished with 
everlasting destruction, are all the wicked. But the passage does not de- 
clare any such thing, though in quoting some parts of it, persons frequently 
introduce the word all as an addition to it, no doubt to support their own 
views the more strongly from it.—The whole chapter makes mention of three, 
and only ut three classes of persons, and one of these are the persons, who 
are said to be punished with everlasting destruction. . 

Ist. The chapter makes mention of Paul, and Sylvanus, and Timotheus, 
as is seen from verse Ist. The two latter persens were with Paul when he 
wrote the epistle, and his mentioning them along with himself, accounts for 
his speaking throughout the chapter in the plural number. See verses 3, 4, 
7, 10, 11. But, as they could not be the persons to whom a reference is 
made verse 9th, and who are said to be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion, it does not deserve further notice. 

2d. Another class of persons mentioned in the chapter, are the believing 
Thessalonians, or the church of God to whom Paul wrote this and the prece- 
ding Epistle. This church was composed of believing Jews and Gentiles, 
as is learned from the two Epistles‘and from Acts xvii. But as no one would 
contend, that they are the persons mentioned verse 9th, and said to be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction, we are spared the labor of any remarks 


respecting this. 
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3d. The third, and only other class of persons mentioned in the chapter 
we must endeavor to assertain, for whoever they were, they are the persons 
who in verse 9th, are said to be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord. it is necessary then, that we examine this with 
scrupul..us care and attention. Who tien were the persons? Ifthere be any 
difficulty now, in ascertaining who these ; crsons were, there could not be 
any in the days of the apostles. ‘The aposties and the ‘i hessalonians, to their 
painful experience knew who the persons were, for they were those who 
troubled them as mentioned in verse th, & from whoin their persecutions and 
tribulations arose, verse 4th. Cniless we contend, that they did not know 
who were their persecutors, we must conclude, that this third class of per- 
sons were well known to Paul and the Thessalonians. f we then can asser- 
tain with certainty, who persecuted the Thessalonians, we assertain certain- 
ly who the persons are, said in verse “th to be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord. Who then were they ? Can this be 
assertained ? We answer yes, with mathematical, yea with Scripture certain- 
ty. We shall proceed with care to show this. 

It is easily seen by consulting 1 Thes. n. 14, 15, that the Thessaloniang 
were persecuted or troubled by their own countrymen. But what ever share 
they had in this, it is evident that the uribelieving Jews were the chief mo- 
vers and ring-leaders in it. ‘This is so apparent from Acts xvii. and par- 
ticularly from verses 5—7, that no one can dispute it. We think no one 
van have read the New ‘Testament, but must have seen, that the unbelieving 
Jews were the unwearied persecutors of Christians, in all places where they 
found them, as well as at Thessalonica. ‘That they were the persecutors of 
the Apostle and of the Thessalonian Christians is certain, for it is said inthe 
last epistle Chap. nn. 15, * who hath killed the Lord Jesus, and their own 
prophets, and have persecuted us ; and they please not God and are contra- 
ry to all men.” 

Though these things are sufficient, in establishing, that the unbelieving 
Jews are the persons whom the Apostle had in view, and who were to be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction, yet by attending to the whole chapter, we 
snall find conclusive evidence of it. Paul throughout the chapter. speaks of 
the two last classes of persons, the Thessalonian believers and the persons 
from whom they suffered. J.et us 

Ist. Review the whole chapter briefly, and see what he says concerning 
the Thessalonian Christians. In verse 3, Paul and those with him thank 
God because their faith grew excecdingly, and the charity of every one of 
them all toward each other abounded. ‘They gloried in them in the church- 
es of God, for their patience, and faith in all the persecutions and tribulations 
which they endured. See verse 4: and the Apostle counted them worthy of 
the kingdom of God for which they suffered, verse 5; And they are inform- 
ed verse 6th, that God would recompense tribulation to those who were 
troubling them. What this trouble was is seen from verse 4th, and Acts 
xvii. 5—9, to be the persecutions endured by them. Compare also 1 Thes. 
i. 14—17. Atverse 10 he informs them of Christ’s coming, and in verses 
i!, 12, prays that they may be counted worthy of his calling, and that Christ 
might be glorified in them. Such is a brief outline of the things which are 
mentioned in the chapter concerning the Thessalonians, and the sufferings 
which they endured. Let us now, 

“d. Review the chapter and see from whom these sufferings were endur- 
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ed, for it is evident that they are the persons, who are to be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord. Let us then here 
ask, 

Ist. Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord? ‘The plain answer to this question is given in verse 8th.— They 
are those “that know not God and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”’ That this can occasion no difficulty to my views, is self evident, 
for the unbelieving persecuting Jews, certainly did not know God nor obey 
the gospel of Christ. Had they known God, and obeyed the gospel, they 
would not have persecuted the Thessalonian Christians. Accordingly our 
Lord told his disciples, John xvi. 3, “These things will they do unto you, 
because they have not known the Father nor me.’’ But we think it even af- 
fords some evidence that my view is correct, for the recompencing tribula- 
tion to them, or taking vengeance on them that know not God and obey not 
the gospel of Christ, is called, and that in reference to the temporal punish- 
ment of the Jews,—* the days of vengeance that all things which are written 
may be fulfilled.”” Luke xxi. 22. Compare also Luke xviii. 7, 8. Rom. 
xil. 19. Rev. vi. 10, and xix, 3. That the vengeance to be taken on them 
that know not God, and who shall be punished with everlasting destruction, 
refers to the same persons and to the same punishment will not be questioned. 
The connexion between the 8th and 9th verses, clearly decides this. 

2d. At verse 6th, it issaid, “Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to 
recompense tribulation to them that trouble you.’’ This part of the context 
affords some additional evidence, that the unbelieving persecuting Jews are 
the persons spoken of throughout the passage, and who were to be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord. What God is 
here said to recompense, is called tribulation, and in Matt. xxiv. 29, the 
temporal misery which God was to bring on them is expressly called tribula- 
tion, and “great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning ef the 
world to this time, no, noi ever shall be.”? Verse 21. Paul and our Lord 
speaking of the same people, and of the same punishment, use the same or 
siiuilar language. This we merely notice as a coincidence of language, 
which considered in connexion with the other circumstances, corroborates 
the views we are advancing from this passage. By troubling or persecuting 
Christ’s disciples, the Jews were to fill up the measure of their fathers, and 
thus bring on themselves such unheard of tribulations, as are described by 
our Lord, Matt. xxiv. and alluded to by the apostle in this passage. 

3d. Observe further, that at verse 5th it is said ** which is a manifest token 
of the righteous judgment of God.’ A question naturally occurs from these 
words,— what is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God? The 
obvious answer to this question is found in verse 4. ‘The persecutions and 
tribulations the ‘Thessalonians endured were a manifest token of the righteous 
judgment of God. But this only provokes another question——A manifest 
token of the righteous judgment of God upon whom? The answer to this 
question we have in verse 6th already noticed. ‘Seeing it is a righteous 
thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you.’’ Who- 
ever troubled or persecuted the Thessalonians, their persecutions was a man- 
ifest token of the righteous judgment of God to the persecutors ; or as it is 
expressed in Phil. i. 28, “which is to them anevident token of perdition.” 
Compare the whole ofthis passage with the one before us. In both, the ad- 
versaries or persecutors of Christians are the persons spoken of, and the sim- 
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ilarity of the language 1 is apparent. What is called, “ a manifest token” in 
the one, is in the other called, “ an evident token ;” and whit is called per- 
dition in the ene, is in the other termed “ the righteous judgment of God.” 

sut it may probably be asked here, ‘*how were the persecutions of the unbe- 
lieving Jews a manifest or evident token of perdition, or the righteous jude- 
men of God upon them; and how did it become a righteous thing with God 
thus to recompense wibelation to them? Both of these questions are answer- 
ed by Mat. xxiii. 34, 35, 36. “ Wherefore, behoid, | send unto you proph- 
ets, and wise men, and Ses and some of them ye shall kill and crucify ; 
and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagegues, and persecute them 
from city to city: That upon you may come all “the righteous blood shed up- 
on the earth, from the blood of righte ous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias 
son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I 
aay unto you, all these things shall come upon this generation.”” Let it be 
noticed here, that the unbelieving Jews persecuted or troubled the Thessa- 
lonians. They were then pursuing the very course our Lord predicted in 
these verses, and by which they were to fill up the measure of their fathers. 
Such a course of conduct, was an evident or manifest token, that upon them 
should cor e all the righteous blood shed upon the earth. Or, as Paul in 
his 1st epistle to the Thessalonians, chap. 1. 16, says of them,—*Forbid- 
ding us to speak to the Gentiles, that they might be saved, to fill up their sin 
always; for the wrath is come, (or rathe coming) upon them to the utter- 
most.”’ Was Godunrighteous to take vengeance on such a nation as this, 
who hed kilied his prophets, crucified the Lord of glory, persecuted his apos- 
tles and disciples, pleased not God and were contrary to all men? Surely 
not, for even Titus, according to Josephus, allowed. that unless the right- 
evus vengeance of God had fallen on sucha generation of wicked men he 
never could have taken the city. 

We nave attempted toshew, that the persons said to be punished with ev- 
erlss’ 1g destruction in this passage, were the unbelieving persecuting Jews. 
Tie faliacy of this view will likely be detected, or if it is true, it will be 
confirme.!, by considering, 

2d. .At what time this punishment was to be inflicted. It is almost the u- 
niversal belief, that the time spoken of is at the day of judgement, or the end 
of this material world. But let us examine the context of the passage, and 
see, ifsucha beliefis supported from it. 'The context is very explicit, in 
informing us at what period of time the persons mentioned were to be pun- 
ished with “everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord.’’ Notice 
then, 

ist. That the time is expressly said to be,—“ When the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; whoshall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord.” 

The particular time specified is then,—** when the Lord Jesus shall be re- 
vealed from heaven.”’ Is the question asked,—what period is referred to by 
these words? I answer when the Lord Jesus was revealed from heaven to re- 
compense tribulation to the Jews as a nation, when all the righteous blood 
shed upon the earth came upon them. In proof of this let it be noticed, that 
this period is expressly called,—*‘ the day when the Son of man is revealed.” 
Luke xvii. 30.—Compare Rom. ii. 5. 1 Peter i. 5, 13, and iv. 13—19, 
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and v. 1—5. ‘That this revelation is said to be from heaven, and that angels 
are said to be connected with it, is evident from Matt. xxiv. 30, 31; “ And 
they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet,” 
&c. It is well known that the word Angel signifies a messenger, and is ap- 
plied to men, yea, sometimes to the elements of nature by which God ac- 
complishes his purposes. The phrase, * his mighty angels,’ is inthe mar- 
gin,—* the angels of his power.” See on Mat. xxiv. Whitby and McKnight. 
—As to the phrase “in flaming fire,” itis a common figure of speech in de- 
scribing God’s temporal judgements on men for their sins. See among the 
texts the following, Mat. iv. 1, &c. Noman who has read the scriptures 
with attention but must have seen that fire isthe usual figure of speech by which 
God describes his judgement on the Jewish nation.—That it should be used 
so in the pessage before us need excite no surprise, as the aposile was descri- 
bing the most awful vengeance which ever came upon them.—We have seen 
already, that the expression, “taking vengeance,”’ or, as it is in the margin, 
*‘ yielding vengeance”’ on them that know not God, can occasion no difficul- 
ty. The period when our Lord came to take vengeance on the Jews, is cal- 
led, “the days of vengeance that all things which are written may be fulfil- 
led.”’ —Luke xxi. 22. That the Jews knew not God, and obeyed not the 
gospel of Christ, we have seen already, and that God took vengeance on 
ihem at this period no one denies. All thse expressions therefore, perfect- 
ly agree to this period, and to the punishineat of this people. 

But there are some other things mentioned in the context which were toe 
take place at this same time, “ when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven,” which are irreconcilable with the common views entertained of this 
rg but which very strongly confirm the explanation I have given. 

ist. At this same period of time the Thessalonians were to obtain rest. 
This is very evident from the passage, for it is said,—-“* And to you who are 
troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven.”’ 
If the question be asked, “‘rest from what?’ the context clearly shows, that 
at this period they were to obtain rest from the persecutions and _ tribulations 
which they were enduring. See the context, and compare 2 Cor. vii. 5, and 
Acts ix. 31. Now, if the period when Christ shall be revealed from heaven 
be at the day of judgment, as is commonly believed, the Thessalonians are 
not promised rest from their persecutions and tribulations until this period. 
If this view be correct, they have not yet obtained rest, for the day of judg- 
ment is not yet come, nor is Christ in this sense yet revealed from heaven. 
But surely the Thessalenians have obtained rest, where all the weary find 
rest, and hear no more the voice of the oppressor. 

But it may be asked, ** Did the Thessalonians whom the Jews persecuted 
obtain rest from their persecutions, at the period when Jesus was revealed 
from heaven to take vengeance on the Jewish nation? I answer, yes—for 
our Lord referring to this very period, says to his discip'es, “ when these 
things begin to come to pass, then lift up your heads, for your redemption 
draweth nigh.” Those who endured to the end of the Jewish dispensation, 
were not only saved from the calamities which came en the unbetii ieving 
Jews, but christians throughout the Roman empire were at rest from (heir 
former persecutors. This we believe is matter of history as of fact. Indeed 
the very circumstances of the case show. that after the destruction of Je: u- 
salem, the unbelieving Jews could have little power or influenee in persecu- 
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ting christians. Their own troubles were such, that under them they could 
not well trouble others. 

2d. At the same period that the Thessalonians were to obtain rest, God 
was to recompense tribulation to them who were their troublers or persecu- 
tors. This is very obvious by quoting verses 6 and 7—* seeing it is a right. 
eous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you ; and 
to you who are troubled rest with us.’’ And when shall both these things 
take place ? It is added, “* when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heay- 
en.” It is very evident, if the day of judyment be the time referred to, when 
the Lord Jesus is to be revealed from heaven, God is not to recompense tri- 
bulation to the wicked until this period. But according to the popular faith 
on this subject, the wicked are to be punished from the moment of their death 
until the day of judgment, as well as after this period. We must then either 
maintain, that the Thessalonians are not to obtain rest, nor the wicked be pun- 
ished until the day of judgment or relinquish the common intrepretation giy- 
en to this passage. It will not do to say_ here, that they are not to be pun- 
ished in their bodies until this period, though their souls will be punished in 
a separate state. No: the apostle makes no such distinction, nor is it like- 
ly it would be made, unless such a difficulty needed to be relieved which 
presses hard against the common interpretation. At any rate, let sucha dis- 
tinction be proved, before we are called on to admit it, for mere assertions 


gan never convince us. 





( To be continued. ) 





LETTER 


From Rev. Hosea Ballou, to Rev. Dr. Beecher, of Boston, (Mass.) on the 
Licentious ‘Tendency of Universalism. 


Sir.—I addressed you some time ago, on the subject of ‘ta Mighty Fal- 
len Spirit,”’ of which you said nota little, in one of your sermons. In that 
address I endeavoured to point out some of your egregious errors ; and I had 
some hope, though !| confess it was but small, that you wold profit by my 
attempt, though it was but a feeble one. In my humble opinion, it was your 
duty to defend the sentiments on which I then animadverted, if you were of 
opinion that they were either capable or worthy of defence ; but what you 
think of them I know not, nor do | perceive any way by which | can ascer- 
tain. 
I have still a mind to do you good, without the smallest expectation of ree 
ceiving any thanks from you. Being informed that you recently gave out 
public notice that you were going to prove, in a lecture, the immoral tenden- 
cy of Universalism, and having also been certified that you made the attempt 
on the evening of the 4th Sabbath inst. but utterly failed in making 
out any thing on the subject, more than your bare assertions, accompanied 
with numerous gross sophisms, | thought it my duty to suggest some method 
by which you may better succeed in such an undertaking. There is nothing 
which makes a public preacher appear to greater disadvantage than to prom- 
ise a piece of work beforehand. and when the time comes to fulfil the promise, 
then to go to work without understanding his subject, and without any pro- 

er method of executing the undertaking. ° 
{st, Then, let us distinctly understand what is to be proved. It is this - 
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immorality proceeds from a belief that all mankind will eventually be made 
holy, happy beings, through the mediation of the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sin of the world. Having this statement perfectly distinct in your 
own mind, make it equally plain to the understanding of your hearers. ‘This 
faithfully done, you must next proceed to demonstrate that the gerin of im- 
morality is necessarily wrapped up in this faith, and naturally grows from 
this hope. ‘To do this to the understanding of your hearers, you can take an 
individual for example. And as it is to be expected that a man knows as 
much about himse.f as he does about any other person, you may speak in the 
first person singular; and if it sound a little like egotism. no matter; the sub- 
ject is of iniportance, and the object of infinite concern. Stand up then 
boldly, and address your congregation thus :—My fellow travellers to eter- 
nity, I assure you that | believ e, without a doubt, that when my mortal pil 
grimage on earth is ended, | shall be with Jesus, the Saviour of sinners, that 
I shall be holy as he is holy, and happy as he is happy; and I also know, 
for positive certainty, that this belief and this hope work in my very soul the 
work of sin, and bring forth in my actions oe vilest abominations which ever 
violated the divine law, dishonored God, or ¢:graded human nature. 

You will easily perceive sir, that less than this amounts to nothing. You 
certainly cannot know the fruits of a belief that you never possessed ; and 
you can easily see also, that ifa firm belief in your own salvaticn will not 
produce those evil effects, the belief that others will be saved, could have no 
such effect on you. 

Having pointed out one method of substantiating the fact that universal- 
ism tends to all manner of immorality, it may be proper to furnish you with 
another. It is said that in your lute discourse on this subject, you quoted 
no proof from scripture. This, sir, is a great pity. How happened it that 
you did not quote the first transgression of man, as recorded in Genesis, and 
show your hearers that the sole reason why Adam trangressed, was his faith 
in Jesus as his Saviour? And why did you neglect to demonstrate that the 
whole difficulty which incited Cai to murder his brother, was his firm be- 
lief that both he and his brother were embraced i the ever blessed covenant 
of salvation? Had you shown these things, you would not have been laugh- 
ed at for your puny, puerile assertions, unaccompanied with the least shad- 
ow of proof. No, indeed, but your convinced auditors would have been 
weighed down with an awtul sole mnity, anda deep conviction of the danger 
of believing i in the doctrine of salvation; and would have fled for safety. to 
the doctrine, the moralizing doctrine, of ‘everlasting sin and eternal condem- 
nation! And by this time, my dear doctor, you might have elevated your 
voice, and even commanded fire fromm heaven to vindicate your reasoning, 
showing that the sin of Sodom and the cities of the plain, was all owing to 
univ ersalism, and when you had set forth the fiery vengeance that fell on 
that abominable people for their faith in salvation from sin, you might have 
said that you had got before your story, and, by way of a parenthesis, given 
your hearers tu understand that no other sin was the occasion of the drown- 
ing of the old world. 

‘How can you account, sir, for your neglect, on this all important occasion, 
to instance the horrid murder of the Lord of Life and Glory, by the abomin- 
able High Priest of the Jews and the hypocritical Scribes and Pharisees, with 
the whole estate of the elders of the nation ’—Do you not know that it was 
this immoral doctrine of universal salvation that so enraged that wicked peo- 

















344 NEW-YORK GOSPEL HERALD, 

ple against the Son of God? If they had not been fully persuaded that he 
was the Saviour of all men, what in all the world could have so incensed 
them against him? Sir, it is astonishing that you should neglect such pal- 
pable proofs, recorded in the scriptures, and stand up in your desk, pronoun- 
cing a long string of empty assertions, until you and your hearers were wea- 
ry; and after all, they were not convinced. 


Doctor, you had better make another appointment for the purpose of con- 
vincing the good, but ignorant people ot this city, that immorality was never 
known in -he world until, the doctrine of universal salvation was set up and 
believed. And before you again attempt this necessary work, a labour so 
much needed, make yourself perfectly acquainted with this method which [ 
have recommended. Begin your task at the right end, and go on regularly; 
be careful that you do not forget to add the weight of history to your conclu- 
sive arguinents. Show your hearers that all the abominable persecutions 
which have deluged the world in blood, were all set on foot and carried on 
by universalists. Quote history, and prove that Nero was a believer in the 
final salvation of all mankind, by Jesus Christ; and that it was this belief 
which caused him to set fire to the city of Rome, and lay the crime to the 
christians. Show, moreover, that the whole of the ten persecutions which 
preceded the reign of Constantine, in which many millions of professed christ- 
ians lost their lives, were all carried on by universalists. But do not stop 
here ; go on and demonstrate your subject by showing that all the persecu- 
tions practised by christiens against christians, were entirely owing to a be- 
lief that finally all mankind will be made holy and happy. Give your hear- 
ers, sir, to know that the Roman Inquisition is, and always has been, an en- 
gine of universalism ; andafter you make them understand that more than 
fifty millions of protestants have been put to death by those abominable be- 
lievers in universal salvation, go on and prove from history, that all the per- 
secutions which have been carried on by the protestants, were owing to their 
belief that God is good and gracious to all mankind, and will finally make all 
holy and happy. Ibeg you would not forget that those who hung the Qua- 
kers in Salem, were universalists. Make this truth known to your hearers, 
and assure them that the very spirit of universal grace is the spirit of perse- 
cution. Show them, also, that all the crimes which have been committed in 
our country, and for which many have been executed, were all committed 
by universalists; and that there is not now a criminal in confinement, who is 
not a believer in this demoralizing doctrine. 

Sir, you must not think your work is done until yeu prove, on the other 
hand, that the spirit of everlasting condemnation and eternal punishment, is 
the meek and humble spirit of Jesus ; that it is the spirit of chasity, which 
suffereth long and is kind ; that such as believe in endless punishment are so 
tender hearted that they would rather suffer death, in the most cruel manner, 
than to persecute others. 1 beg you not to forget to state the fact, that John 
Calvin would never have put Dr. Servetus to death, in so cruel a manner, 


had not Calvin been a universalist. 

When yeu shali have made all these things evident, your undertaking will 
be accomplished ; and you will hear the welcome sentence, well done, good 
and faithful servant. Yours, &c. 

HOSEA BALLOU 
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lars, may, by forwarding us Five, keep the | 
remainder for his trouble. 


Six individuals forwarding Five Dollars, 
free of postage, shall receive six volumes 
ofthe Herald. By this arrangement they | 
will each receive a volume of FOUR| 
HUNDRED and SIXTEEN pages, for 
EIGHTY-THREE CENTS, 


y= Any person who will collect Six dol- } 





Those of our ministering brethren who' 
will forward us three subscribers, shall re- | 
ceive a copy gratis. 





ANOTHER NEW CHURCH, 
We learn from the Troy Budget that the 
Universalists in the city of Albany, have a 
new church nearly completed. It is situ- 
ated in Herkimer-street. We number 
among our friends in Albany, some of the | 
most respectable inhabitants of that city. | 
Since the above was in type, we have | 


received the following :— | 


The new Universalist Church recently | 
erected in Albany was dedicated on Sun-| 
day last. Service by Rev. Hosea Ballou, 
of Boston, and Rev. B. Whittemore, of 
Troy ; sermon by the former. This soci- | 
ety has been formed the present year, and | 
it is considered already sufficiently able to | 


employ a pastor a great portion of the time. 
[Troy Budget. 





OUR NEXT VOLUME. 

We are happy to have itin our power to 
inform the patrons of the New-York Gos- 
pel Herald, that our next volume will be 
commenced under the most favourable au- 
spices. A number of contributors have 
promised us Essays, Commentaries, &c. 
on the objections which are so frequently | 
urged against the doctrine of the final ho- 
liness and happiness of the intelligent cre- 








| jectiens to Universalism. 


ation. In our next volume, every passage 
in the Bible, where the words hell, damn, 
damnation, judge, judgment, devil, Satan, 
&c. will be commented upon and explain- 
'ed at length. We have been promised a 
pueden of * Letters to a Friend,” on the ob- 
The parables— 
particularly those ofthe “Sheep and goats” 

—the “Rich man and Lazarus,” &c. will 
receive special attention. The popular 
doctrines of the new birth or regenera- 
tion, total depravity, atonement, original 
sin, election and reprobation, free agency, 
and other doctrines of the day, will be 
| faithfully examined. In short, no pains 
will be spared to make the Herald worthy 
the unprecedented patronage it has receiv- 
ed. We shall publish our list of new con- 
tributors, as soon as it shall have been 


completed. 


PREMIUM. 

A premiim of TWENTY DOLLARS, 
will be given by the publisher of the New- 
York Gospel Herald, for the best sermon 
on the doctrine of Free Agency, as taught 
by modern Arminian Doctors. The ser- 
|mon to be forwarded in season for the 
Fifth number of our next volume—or ear- 
| ly in March, 1830. 





THE CRAFTIEST OF ALL CRAFTS. 
PRIESTCRAFT UNMASKED! 


That there has existed from time imme-' 


/morial, in the minds of the priesthood, a 
| desire to lord it over God’s heritage—that 


for many years past, a certain sect in our 
country have been maturing a plan for a 
grand national confederacy—that a system 
of measures has been secretly and ingen- 
iously framed, to fetter the mind first, the 
body afterwards, and finally to command 
the pocket, will hardly be denied. Ifthere 
ever was a time, when the friends of civil 
and religious liberty were called upon to 
take a decided stand against priestcraft, du- 
plicity, and clerzcal usurpation, that time 
is the present. There is now manifested a 
a determination among the leaders, of self- 
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styled orthodoxy, to crush or smother ev- 
ery thing like liberality in sentiment, or 
freedom of opinion. This is not surmise— 
not mere guess-work—but a plain, matter 
of fact. 

We say there never was the time known, 
since the dark days of the war of the revo- 
lution, when the liberties of our country 
were in such jeopardy as at the present.— 
Coalitions, the most black—combinations, 
the most foul, are, and have been, entered 
into, by the would-be-Inquisitors of our 
land, to reduce the freemen of America to 
a state of religious vassalage, and spiritual 
bondage. Atsuch an appaling crisis—at 
atime when the dominant clergy, practis- 
ed in all the cunning craftiness of Popery, 
are “holding in their teeth the heart-strings, 


and in their hands the purse-strings, of 


more than seven millicns of people”—it 
gives us unspeakable pleasure to learn, that 
a work, entirely devoted to exposing their 
ungodly schemes, is about to be published 
in this city. It is needed at the present 
time, if ever—and we doubt not, that eve- 
ry one who sees the prospectus, will exert 
himself to the utmost in obtaining sub- 
scribers. The terms are unusually low— 
Fifty Cents per annum, if paid in advance. 
We hope the subscribers to the Herald 
will, each and all, resolve themselves into 
a committee of vigilance, and spread the 


publication far and wide. 





QUESTIONS. 


If God was in Christ reconciling the world 
(or all men) unto himself, not imputing their 


trespasses unto them, how can he punish them | 


eternally for what he does not impute to them? 


When God says that he is merciful and will 
not cast off forever—that he will not contend 
forever, because he delighteth in mercy—and 
gives other sufficien’ reasons why he will not 
—that the souls would fail before him, &c. 
does it mean that he will, or will not do these 
things ? Ifi means that he will not—and it 
most certainly reads so—why do people who 
profess to believe God when he speaks, say 
that he will do what he says he will not do? 
Would it not be better for them, and for the 


ee ee 


cause of Christianity, to believe God, as Abra- 
ham did, that their faith might be counted to 
them for righteousness? ‘Let God be true.” 


Would the American Missionary Society, 
whose “sublime object” it is to use their own 
words) to save all men—would they not do it, 
if they could consistent with justice and mer- 
cy? Most certainly. As this appears to be 
their great end and aim, the question then is, 
if the Missionary Society would save all men 
if they could, and God could save all, and all 
are not saved, to whom had the world best 
look for salvation ? to the missionaries, or to 
the only wise God our Saviour? to frail, fee- 
ble man, or to him who came into the world, 
that the world through him might be saved ? 


As God hath spoken of the restoration of all 
things by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began, must not all be restor- 
ed to holiness and happiness, or God’s holy 
prophets be censured for speaking of that 
which is not true ? 


If Christ hath made peace through the blood 
of his cross to reconcile all things to himself, 
whether they be things in earth, or things in 
heaven, how can it be possible for any to re- 


main irreconciled to God, or be forever mis- 
N.S. R. 


erable ? 


CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 
Rev Charles Le Fervre, of Lower Can- 


|ada, of the Episcopal Church, has lately 


embraced the belief of the final holiness 
He 1s at 
present at Montreal, having been cited 


and happiness of all mankind. 


thither to answer for his defection to “the 
By a gentleman who 





powers that be.” 
recently arrived in this city from Mon- 
| treal, we learn that he stands pre-eminent 
He may 
be expected to visit this city in a few 


for talents, piety, and learning. 


weeks, 


OUR PRt SPECTS, 


We received last January from the 


proprietor of the Olive Branch and 


Christian Inquirer, eighty-seven paying 
subscribers, out of the city.—Our list now 
numbers between two and three thousand. 
We shall commence our next volume witb 


an edition of FIVE THOUSAND. 
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BRIEF COMMENTARIES. 
«Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” —Luke, xiii. 5. 


How did those perish, of whoia the Sa- 
yiour is speaking? Answer.—Some were 
crushed beneath a falling tower, and the 
others were slain by Pilate. “Ye shall 
likewise perish,’—in a similar manner— 
precisely in the same way, except ye re- 
pent or reform. Were those of whom the 
Saviour is speaking, were they sent to 
hell? the Bible does not say so.--Now if 
they were not sent to endless damnation, 
but only lost their lives, and the Jews 
were to perish in the same manner precise- 
ly—by what authority is the assertion made 
that they are now weltering in the flames 
of unmitigated wrath? Would this be a 
similar destruction? would this be perish- 
ing in a similar manner? 

Suppose we admit that the text re- 
fers to us Gentiles—what does it prove? 
Why, that unless we reform, a tower will 
fall upon us, or we shall die by the hands 
efanassassin. This is what it would prove 
—neither less nor more. There is nota 
word said in the passage about misery in 
a future world. 


*For I say unto you that none of those men 
that are bidden shall taste of my supper.” 
—Luke xiv. 24. 

A’supper is made at or near the close of 
the day ; and it was the supper of the gos- 
pel feast, made near the close of the day of 
the law, or legal dispensation ; unto which 
the Jews were invited, and did not come 
in—the gentiles were then bidden and came 
—but yet there was room left for the Jews, 
who shall be last to the feast, under the 
gospel dispensation. Althovgh the publi- 
cans and harlots got into the kingdom of 
God before them ; yet that declaration im- 
plies that they shall enter in afterwards.— 
For the last shall be first and the first shall 
be last; i.e. the last bidden shall be first to 
the feast, and the first bidden shall be last 
to the feast of fat things made to all the 


people. 





REMARKS ON JUDE VII. 

“It is said in the epistle of Jude, that 
“the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah suffer 
the vengeance of eternal fire”; and from 
history we learn that the fire was not sud- 
denly or abruptly extinguished. These 
cities were destroyed without a vestige re- 
maining ; the devouring fire raged with 
unabating fury, until it had consumed all 
that the element could consume. 

“Should any one be inclined to apply 
the expression to the souls of the wicked 
inhabitants, in a future state, the extrava- 
gance of such an application would be suf- 
ficiently exposed by observing that the 
apostle obviously refers to an historical fact 
which was familiarly known by those to 
whom his epistle is addressed ; and, there- 
fore, it cannot relate to the world unknown. 
“Even as the cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah,” says he, “and the cities about them, 
giving themselves over to fornication, and 
going after strange flesh, are set forth for 
an exumple, suffering the vengeance of eter 
nal fire.’ No sufferings in a future state 
can serve as an example to the present race 
of beings.” { Dr. Cogan, on the Probability 
of Universal Salvation. 


DEDICATION. 


On Thursday last, the Meeting House built 
for the use of the Universalist Society, at San- 
dy Bay, was dedicated to the service of Al- 
mighty God. The services commenced at 
half past ten o’clock A. M. and the following 
was the order. 

!. Voluntary by the choir, Strike the Cym- 
bal. 2. Reading the Scripture, by Rev. Mr. 
Skinner, of Woburn. 3. Introductory Prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Leonard, of Squam Parish. 4. 


Hymn. 5. Dedicatory Prayer, by Rev. Mr. 
Mace. 6. Hymn. 7. Sermon, by Rev. Mr, 
Jones. %. Concluding Prayer, by Rev. Mr. 


Willis of Salem. 6. Anthem “ Magdalene 
Ode.” 10. Benediction. 

Mr. Jones. in an animated discourse, ex- 
plained the doctrine of Universal Salyation, 
which he illustrated in a clear and emphatica] 
manner, to a listening and attentive audience, 

In the aflernoon, Rev. Mr. Cobb, of Mal- 
den, delivered an excellen' discourse, teach- 
ing us to love our enemies, and to do the works 
of righteousness, without reference to forms 
and outward show, and to do to others as we 
would they should do to us. 

The day was pleasant, which drew together 
a large assemblage of people, filling the house 
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to overflowing. The solemnities of the occa- 
sion were much increased by noticing the pre- 
sence of so many of the venerable members, 
from the parent society, who first embraced | 
the doctrine under the late Mr. Murray—men | 
whose hoary heads denote their near approach 
to the close of useful lives ; who have borne 
the heat and burthen of the day—have suffer- 


lived to see th ir doctrine spread far and wide. | 
—Gloucester (Mass.) Telegraph. 


~~ @Q0~.-- 
COMMUNICATIONS. 


Mr. Epviror—An Arminian divine of 
this place, a few sabbaths since, asserted 
that the Bible was “ correctly translated ;” 
and that it “needed no alterations.” For 
my own part, ! am disposed to doubi the 
truth of the assertion; and until this gen- 
tleman will take the trouble to remove my 
doubts with something better than his ipse- 





dixit, I shall continue to be an unbeliever. 
We read, in a certain book, cailed the Bi- 
ble, “ For what is a man profited, if he shali 
gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? (pseuche) or what shail a man give 
in exchange for his soul?” (pseuche.)— 
This is “correctly translated,” says Mr. L. 
for the Bible “needs no altcrations.’”—So 
be it. In the verse immediately preceding 
the one just quoted, we read, ‘for whoso- 
ever shall save his life, (pseuche,) shall lose 
it; and whosoever wiil lose his life(pseuche) 
for my sake, shall find it.” Will Mr. L. 
condescend to tell us why pseuche is trans- 
lated life in one verse, and sou/ in the oth- 
er? The word pseuche, as it is translated 
in the common version, conveys different 
ideas to the English reader—but never 
mind that—for, says Mr. L. the Bible is 
“correctly translated”—it “needs no alter- 
ations.” Has Mr. L. ever read what Dr. 
Adam Clarke says on the subject ? If not, 
he ought to have read it before this.—If 
he has, he must have forgotten it; there- 
fore Ill jog his memory alittle. On what 
authority (says Dr. Clarke) many have 
translated the word pseuche, in the 25th 
verse, life, and in the 26th sow/, I know not; 
but am cERTAIN it means /ife in both pla- 
ces.” But Dr. Clarke is a mere novice in 
theology. compared with the Rev. Dr. L.! 

The Bible “is correctly translated,” Dr. 
C. to the contrary notwithstanding. In 
Colossians 1—26, we read of the “Mystery 
which had been hid from ages and from 
generations; but is now made manifest to 
his saints.” Again, in Hebrews, 9-26— 
“But now, once in the end of the world, 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself.” 

If the true definition of aienren is for- 








~~ 


ever, or eternal, how will Mr. L. reconcile 
the passages just quoted with his hypothe- 
sis? If the word aionion ought to be ren- 
dered uniformly, forever or eternal, we 
must translate the passage in Hebrew 9-26 
as follows :—*But now once in the end of 


the eternity hath he appeared to put away 
ed persecution tor conscience sake, but have | 


sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Eternity 
then, has ended! Will Mr. L. inform me 
what authority he has for translating the 
word aionion, ages, in some parts of the in- 
spired volume, and eternal in others ? 

In Luke 16-23, we read as follows: “And 
in hell (hades) he lifted up his eyes, being 


‘in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, 


and Lazarus in his bosom.”—The word 
‘hell’ in this passage, generally conveys the 
idea of a place of endless misery in a future 
state. If this idea be founded in truth, 
must we believe that the same word ren- 
dered grave, in I Cor. 15-55, is a place of 
endless misery likewise ?—*“O death, where 
is thy sting? O grave, (hades,) where is 
thy victory? If Mr. L. will remove the 
difficulties above stated, he shall receive 
the thanks of PHILOTHEUS, 


Southold, (L. I.) Sept. 2d, 1829. 


Br. Fisk—On Friday evening, Oct. 16th, 
I delivered a discourse at the house of J. 
W. Martin, of Huntington, (South,) L. I. 
In consequence of this gentleman's open- 
ing his doors to the reception of that gos- 
pel which was preached to Abraham, a hor- 
rible conspiracy has been devised against 
him, in order to deprive him of a living.— 
The doors of the school-house, in which 
he has been employed as a teacher, have 
been closed against him! by the meek and 
lowly followers of—John Wesley—not of 
Jesus. Friends of religious liberty! what 
think ye of this? Are ye prepared to ac- 
quiesce in such measures as these? Are 
ye prepared to sit down quietly, and _ be- 
hold your friends, who are co-workers in 
the great work of mental emancipation, 
erushed by such means? Should the ul- 
timate object of these religionists be ac- 
complished, what arm could shield heretics 
from slaughter and death? 

I propose giving the particulars of this 
transaction in your next number. 

Wau. HUTCHINSON. 
New-York, Oct. 21, 1829. 


RELIGIOUS NOTICE. 


Rev. W. S. Balch, of Winchester, N. H. 
will preach at the Grand-street church, on 
Sunday morning and evening next, and at 
the Masonic Hall Broadway, in the after- 
noon. 


—_— — 


mn ah anton oe at, 6a 6. oe. 
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A few reasons for rejecting the doctrine of 
ENDLESS MISERY. 

1, Because of the vast disproportion, be- 
tween the sins committed, in this short 
jife, and infinite suffermg. We cannot be- 
lieve, that an infinitely wise and good Fa- 
ther will chasten or punish his vacksliding 
children, more taan is absolutely necessa- 
ry for their reformation.—Heb. xi. 10, 11. 
éPor they (that is earthly parents) fora 
few days chastened us after their own plea- 
sure; but he, (God,) for our profil, that we 
might be made pariakers of his holiness !”’ 
No one can believe that endless chastise- 
ment, can yield any profit to those who 
sufer it; what then isthe conclusion ?— 
The apostle shall answer; mark his reply 
“Now no chastening for the present seem- 
eth to be joyous, but grievous; neverthe- 
less, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness unto them which 
are exercised thereby.” The apostle tells 
us that a// are partekers of this chastise- 
ment—that it is atoken of the love of our 
heavenly Father, and a pledge of the son- 
ship of those who are chastened, and that 
itafterwards yieldeth the peaceable fruits 
of rizhteousness unto them, that are exer- 
cised thereby.instead ofsinking them deep- 
er and deeper in endless sin, misery and 
despair. 

2. Because it is eontrary to the precepts 
of the blessed Jesus, who taught mankind 
by the most unequivocal testimony, the im- 
partial gooduess of our common Father; 
“that he maketh his sun to rise upon the 
evil,’ &c. The Saviour commanded us 
to love all mankind, and this is equally 
binding upon ail; and that doctrine which 
would impose any thing to the contrary. 
must be erroneous, If we obey the com- 
mand, “thou shalt love thv neighbour as 
thyself,” we can never see that neighbour 
in trouble or distress, without feeling un- 
happy ourselves. ‘We are all members 
one of another,” and such is our constitu - 
tion, such is the sympathy of our nature, 
that, “‘if one meinber suffer, all the mem- 
bers suffer with it.” 


ORTHODOXY. 

A few weeks since, a Rev. clergyman. 
by the name of Rhodes, of the Methodist 
order in this city, was heard to make the 
following sublime expression :—“] am glad 
from the bottom of my heart, that there is a 
HELL for the wicked—for if they should gel 
into heaven, they will only employ them- 
selves in persecuting the righteous !!” and 
that he, for one, could exclaim “Amen to 
their eternal damnation !!!!” 

CoMMUNICATED. 





The following is extracted from that just- 
ly celebrated work, Moore’s “ Epicurean” 
—and is expressive of the feelings of the 
author, while he * lived without hope, and 
without God in the world.” 


“ It was not till that evening, when I first 
stood before the Pyramids of Memphis, 
and saw them towering aloft, like the 
watch-towers of Time, trom whose sum- 
mit, when he expires, he wiil look his last, 
—ait was not till this moment that the great 
secret of which | had dreamed, again rose, 
in all its inscrutable darkness, upon my 
thoughts. There was a solemnity in the 
sunshine that rested upon those monu- 
ments—a stillness, as of reverenee, in the 
alr around them, that stole, like the music 
of past times, into my heart. I thought 
what myriads of the wise, the beautiful, 
and the brave, had sunk into dust since 
earth first beheld those wonders; and, in 
the sadness of my soul, I exclaimed — 
‘Must man alone then, perish? must minds 
and hearts be annihilated, wlule pyramids 
endure? Death, Death, even on these ev- 
erla: ting tablets—the only approach to im- 
mortality that kings themselves could pur- 
chase,—thou hast written our doom, say- 
ing awfully and intelligibly, ‘there is, for 
man, no eternal mansion, but the tomb!’ ” 

My heart sunk at the thought; and, for 
the moment, I yielded to that desolate feel- 
ing, which overspreads the soul that hath 
no light for the future.” 

- ODO~<-- 

The Sermon by Br. Balfour, commenced 
in the present number of the Herald, will 
also shortly be published in the pamphlet 
form, at this office. Price $3 per hundred 
—6 cents single. 

The Letter of Mr. Ballou will also soon 
be published in the pamphlet form—price 
$1 per hundred. 


THE UNIVERSALIST PREACHER, 


Is published monthly in the city of New 
York, at the unusually low price of Fifty 
Cents per annum. The volume will con- 
tain at least Tuirty Sermons. 





Those who receive this number, will 
please act as agents. 





PROPOSAL, 
BY T. FISK, 

For publishing by subscription, in the city 
of New York, a Treatise on Divine Govy- 
ernment, by Dr. Southwood Smith, from 
the fourth London edition. 
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Lerrers to Rev. Jozxn Hawes, author of 
*“ Reasons for not believing in the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation, in a series 
of Letters to a Friend, ’ lately published 
in the Tract form by the American Tract 
Society. pp. 60. 

LETTER V. 
(Continued from page 335.) 

Here I leave this subject; because here 
you take another position, and say that the 
doctrine of eternal punishment * might be 
conclusively proved from the script re, ev- 
en if those terms had not been used.” (p. 
19.) For, continue you, in your Fifth Let- 
ter, 


“1. The endless punishment of the wick- | 


ed is asserted by negation, or by forms of 
speech which deny the termination of their 
punishment; or, which is the same thing, 
deny forgiveness and all future good to the 
sinner.” (p. 20.) But where, Sir, do you 
find all this? You, indeed, proceed to quote 
me eight texts without their connexions; 
of which the first is * he that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life; and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him,”’—the 
second, “the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men, nei- 


ther in this age [so it should be rendered | 





neither in the age to come,’—-the third, | 


“ B-tween us and you there is a great gulph 
fixed, so that those who would pass from 
hence to you cannot, neither can they pass 
to us who would come from thence,” which, 
according to your application, makes heav- 
en as much an eternal prison as hell; the 
fourth, * Their worm dieth not, and their 
fire is not quenched,” i. e. in Gehenna, or 
the valley of Hinnom, not in eternity; the 
fifth, “ He will burn up the chaff with un- 


. 


quenchable fire,’ alluding, as the most re- 
spectable of your own Commentators say, 
to the destruction of Jerusalem and of its 
inhabitants about eighteen hundred years 


ago; the sixth, “I go my way, and ye shall 











seek me, and shall die in your sins; whith. 
erI go ye cannot come,” as he likewise 
said unto his disciples, * Little children, 
yet a little while I am with you. Ye shal 
seek me; and as [| said unto the Jews, 
Whither I go ye cannot come, so now | 
say toyou.” Theseventh, “ He shall haye 
judgment without mercy, that showeth no 
merey;” and the eighth, * Without holj- 
ness, no man shall see the Lord.” These 
are your eight texts; which instead of de. 
nying “all future good to the sinner,” do 
not so much as relate to eternity. Ther 


| you add, 


“2. This doctrine is asserted by impli- 
cation.” (p. 21.) ‘All the expressions of 
love and favor to the penitent,” you say, 
“imply hatred and wrath to the impeni- 
tent;” and immediately, as if on purpose 
to disprove your assertion, you quote, 
* God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son,” &c. Let us try your 
rule of implication: the world was certain- 
ly impenitent when God gave his only be- 
gotten Son, yet he so loved it, as to bestow 
even such a gift; now, do all the expres. 
sions of love and favor to the penitent, 
imply hatred and wrath to the impenitent? 
If not, lay aside your implications, and let 
us proceed to something more positive— 
You say, 

“3. The doctrine in question is taught in all 
those texts which describe the future sate of 
the wicked in contrast with that ofthe right- 
eous.” (p. 22.) I pray you, Sir, to be careful 
here. You have heretofore so often promised 
me proof direct to your purpose, and yet as 
often disappointed me, that I must remind you 
of what you are heretodo. Remember, then 
that you are now to bring me certain passa- 
ges which set the future state of the wicked, 
their state after death, in contrast with that of 
the righteous. Well; what are those passa- 
ges? Your first is, “‘ The wicked is driven a- 
way in his wickedness ; but the righteous hath 
hope in his death.”” That is quite as near to 


the point, as you generally bring a text.— 


Your second is, “The hope of the righteous 
shall be gladness, but the expectation of the 
wicked shall perish,”—so likewise Is this, — 
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Your third is a passage you have given me 
once before, and which I then examined :— 
“Many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shali awake, some to everlasting life. 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 
Your fourth, “* Wide is the gate and broad is 
the way that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be who go in thereat ; because, straight 
js the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it.” Is 
this an account, think you, of men’s condition 
after death’? Your fifth text is, ‘He that be- 
lieveth and is baptised shall be saved ; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned,’ i. e. con 
demned, as it is at other times translated.— 
Does it read, ‘‘shall be damned, or condemned 
after death’? No. Let us proceed to your 
sixth; ‘‘he that believeth on the Son hath ev- 
erlasting life: but he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.”’ Your seventh we have be- 
fore had under examination : “ All that are in 
their graves shall come forth; they that have 
done good unto the resurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil unto the resurrection 
of damnation.” And now comes your eighth, 
and last text, for the third* time: ‘“ These 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, but 
the righteous into life eternal,’ which, as I 
have already observed repeatedly, was to be 
fulfilled during the generation in which Christ 
was On earthi. 

*I believe Lam wrong; I believe it ie the 
fifth time. 

(To be continued.) 
@::® 
DEVILS IN BRUNSWICK, Me. 

The Editor of the Brunswick Baptist 
Herald says there are certainly devils in 
that town; for they have. within the last 
five years, been visible among certain pro- 
fessors there.—Ch. Int. 





FREE INQUIRY. 


persons comparatively unenlightened some 
centuries ago! A professor of gymnastics 
teachir.g his pupils with his legs and arms 
tied, is a perfect image of such an instruct- 
er !—Edinburg Scotsman. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


The article from our friend in Missouri, 
on the origin of evil, we are sorry to say, 
has been mislaid. A communication from 
Georgia, entitled “ An orthodox creed,” 
was filed for insertion, but cannot be found. 
This must be our apology for their non- 
appearance. 

“ Letters to Rev. Dr. Spring, M’Auley,” 
&c. “St. Louis,” the communication from 
South Carolina, “ Philanthropist,” “ Anti- 
priestcraft,” with a number of other arti- 
cles, are under consideration. 

Our friend in Alabama, who desires to 
see a dissertation on the words rendered 
damn, damned, judgment, heil, &c. will see 
by an article in this number, that these 
words will be commented upon at length 
in our next volume. 

The sermon by Br. Whittemore, shall 
appear, if possible, in our next. 

Br. Henry Fitz and Br. A. B. Grosh, 
will accept our hearty thanks for their ex- 
cellent sermons. They shall appear soon. 

A sermon by Rev. Hosea Ballou, of Bos- 
ton, will be published in our next number 
but one. 

The request ofa friend in Massachu- 
setts. shall be complied with. 

The letter ‘rom Hon. ——-—— shall ap- 
pear In ournext. 


ORC a FEET FO 
OBITUARY. 





Two eminent Liberal Christians gone! 


{ We learn from the eastern and southern 
| papers, that Gov. Lincoln of Maine, and 
| Gov. Holmes of North Carolina, are no 
more. Gov. Holmes has long been a firm 
supporter of the impartia! goodness of our 
common Father-—in the belief of the bles- 


sed doctrine of the final holiness and hap- 





| piness of all men, he lived and died. Gov, 


We confess that the position of ateacher | Lincoln has ever been the unwavering 


of theology under an o/d wealthy church, | friend of liberal christianity. He has for 
if he has any capacity for original thinking, | some time beer a subscriber to the Maine 
always excites our risibility. He is to} 
“search the scriptures; but in the search | 
he must take special care, as he values his | DIED, in this city on Monday morning 
endowments, not to discover one s‘ngle last, Susan, wife of Mr. Thomas Bussing, 
idea which does notexactly square with the | after a lingering illness, in the 31st year of 
notions established as canons of faith, by | herage. 


Christian Intelligencer. 

















NEW-YORK GOSPEL HERALD. 

















[The following beautiful Hymn was written by 
a Universalist—Is there any thing dangerous 
or licentious in its tendency 7] 

HYMN! 
By Tuomas Moore. 
Thou art, O God, the life and light 
Of all this wondrous world we see ; 
Its glow by day, its smile by night, 
Are but reflections caught from thee. 

Where’er we turn, thy glories shine, 

And all things fair and bright are thine. 
When day, with farewell eam, delays 

Among the opening clouds of even, 
And we can almost think we gaze 
Through golden vistas into heaven— 
Those hues, that make the sun’s decline 
So soft, so radiant, Lord, are thine. 


When night, with wings of starry gloom, 
O’ershadows all the earth and skies, 
Like some dark beauteous bird, whose plume 
Is sparkling with unnumbered eyes— 
That sacred gloom, those fires divine, 
So grand, so countless, Lord, are thine. 
When youthful spring around us breathes, 
Thy spirit warms her fragrant sigh ; 
And every flower the summer wreathes, 
Is born beneath thy kindling eye. 
Where’er we turn, thy glories shine, 
And all things fair and bright are thine. 





| 
PROPOSAL 
For publishing simultaneously, in New- 
York and Philadelphia, 
A NEW 
SEMI-MONTHLY PUBLICATION, 
TO BE ENTITLED 


PRIBSTCRAFT UNMASEED. 
ST 

Believing as we do, most sincerely, that 

the various religious coalitions and combi- 

nations which are, and have been formed 





in our country, are hostile to our rights and 


rds 

privileges as a Free People—that there ex 
ists, among the leaders of a proud and as- 
piring priesthood, a determination to esta- 
blish an Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, and to re- 
duce us to a worse than Egyptian bond- 
age—we have been induced, by these and 
other considerations, to issue Proposals for 
a work which shall counteract these unho- 
ly designs. 

Like the fabled dragon, which is said never 
even in sleep. to close his lidless eyes, the stir. 
ring spirit of Ecclesiastical Domination slum. 


bers (if at ail) with unclosed eyelids! The 
enemies of mental independence are displaying 
a fiery zeal, worthy a better cause. Their 


tae ye ry are as numerous as locusts in the 
and of the Nile —their clergy weil nigh in- 
numerable—and their exertions untiring and 
incessant—and unless they and their schemes 
are encountered with equal vigilance, equal 
zeal and activity, by the friends of religious 
freedom, much of that glorious work which hag 
been done, and well done, will have to be re. 
achieved. 

Freemen of America! Friends of intellee- 
tual emancipation! The tree of liberty was 
planted upon your soil amid the whirlwind and 
the storm! It has been watered with tears and 
blood! And now—when its towering branch- 
es have well nigh reached the heavens, will ye 
see it felled to the earth, without a single ef- 
fort to prevent its destruction? We say No! 
God forbid ! 

That there exists at this tremendous crisis, 
an absolute necessity for a work of this kind— 
a work which shall coo!ly, fearlessly, dispas- 
sionately and perseveringly expose the ungodly 
schemes of an artiul, ambitious and designing 
priesthood—will not be doubted by any who 
are blessed with reason. Such shal! be our 
end and aim. We shall devote our whole souls 
to the purposs of exposing the clerical schemes 
and pious frauds and corruptions, so fatally 
prevalent at the present time. 


CONDITIONS. 


PriestcRAFT UNMASKED will be publish- 
ed semi-monthly in New York and Philadelphia 
simultaneously. Each number will contain 
eight closely printed octavo pages—and to en- 
able every friend to the rights of man to pos- 
sess the work, it will be afforded to subscribers 
at cost of paper dnd printing, viz:—FIFTY 
CENTS per annum, only—if paid in advance. 
If not paid en or before the delivery of the first 
number, seventy-five cents will be demanded. 
Those who forward Five Dollars, shall receive 
Eleven copies. 

Letters (C=. POST PAID)_£7j to be addres- 
sed to the Publisher, Wu. Hutrcursson, Phi- 
ladelphia or New-York.—AGtnts, Post Mas- 
ters and Printers throughout the Union. 


The first number of Priestcraft Unmasked 
will be issued on the first day of January, 1830. 
Subscribers will please forward their names 
through the medium of their Post Masters. 


New-York, Oct. 14th, 1829. 





